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werkelijkheid, waarheid en wreedheid
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Language as a Tool
- No representations? -

Richard Rorty
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Contingency, iroiy,
atrtel soliclivity

- “Cruelty is the worst thing a person can do.”




the role of fiction in our culture as a means to J

Rorty describes ﬂ
1) empathize with those who are suffering, and ‘

2) understand our own capacity for cruelty.
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Literary Cognition?
- psychology -
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Literary Cognition?

ladimirNabokov! /| LOLITA
VLADIMIR
ABOKOV

L.olita
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Vladimir Nabokov (left) in September 1958. "L'Affaire Lolita," as the French had
christened it, was just beginning its long career. THE ELOQUENCE OF EVIL? James
Mason as Humbert Humbert (top right) in Stanley Kubrick's 1962 film version of ’ L 1

"Lolita.” Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann (bottom right), in confinement in w3

Jerusalem in 1961. Eichmann's disgust with "Lolita" raises the unsettling question
of how to read the novel. I B .
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